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years are an eloquent witness of the difficulties of the region: a luxuriant vege- 
tation in the lower valleys, lack of trails and low passes, inability to use ani- 
mals for transport and lack of human porterage, — all of whieh turned the tide 
of sport and exploration to the higher peaks and open, lake-studded valleys of 
the Canadian Rockies with their Indian trails and possible animal transport. 
A reader acquainted with the Selkirks marvels at Mr. Palmer 's accomplishments 
upon a commissariat limited to the backs of himself and his companions. 

The first portion of the book deals with the region of Rogers Pass and 
south of it for twenty miles. It is a "continuous performance" over ice and 
rock with vegetation only in the depths of the Geikie and Battle Creek valleys. 
In this district Mr. Palmer not only accomplished everything that his predeces- 
sors did, both in mountain climbing and geographical exploration, but he pene- 
trated to the hitherto unvisited foot of the Battle Creek Range and the summit 
of Grand Mountain, leaving no high virgin peak behind. 

The second portion of the book, comprising about two-thirds of the whole, 
deals with the exploration and mapping of the hitherto practically unknown dis- 
tricts north of Rogers Pass within the Great Bend of the Columbia River. Here 
Mt. Sir Sanford, the highest peak in the Selkirks (11,596 feet), is the point of 
attack, and the immediate region surrounding it is most thoroughly described. 
The six attempts to reach its summit rival in exciting interest Whymper's 
similar attempts on the Matterhorn, fortunately with equal success and without 
his tragedy. 

Geographically Mr. Palmer has here shown to the world an absolutely un- 
known region and, the physical difficulties of the situation considered, has 
placed himself among the explorers of first rank, while the numerous appen- 
dices, among them his topographical surveys, observations of glacial movements, 
and meteorological records, show how much excellent work can be done by a 
careful and conscientious unprofessional observer and recorder. 

The work is so profusely illustrated that it is possible for an interested 
reader — even one unacquainted with the region — by a constant comparison of 
text, map and illustrations to follow the expedition visually. As a guide book 
to the Selkirk region it cannot be surpassed. As a complete history of ex- 
ploration in that region it leaves nothing to be desired. C. S. Thompson. 

Recollections of Sixty Years. By the Rt. Hon. Sir Charles Tupper. 

vii and 414 pp. Ills., index. Cassell & Co., London. Funk & Wagnalls 

Co., New York. 16s. 8% x 6y 2 . 

It is unusual that a man in his 92nd year should be able to write his recol- 
lections of a long public life. A medical man, Sir Charles Tupper, after twelve 
years of professional practice, graduated into the larger sphere of public life. 
These "Recollections" begin with his address at the Mechanic's Institute of 
St. John, N. B., "On the Political Condition of North America," in 1860, 
and close with a selection of letters of congratulation written to him on his 
taking up the premiership of Canada in 1896. This story of his public life is 
inseparably bound up with the political, industrial, and educational develop- 
ment of Canada during this period. It records the struggle for religious 
equality before the law, for the confederation of the Maritime Provinces, of 
the whole of Canada, of the entire British Empire. His memories of the ris- 
ing of Louis Riel, of the founding and upbuilding of the Canadian Pacific 
Railroad, and of the Fisheries Question between this country and Canada are 
worthy of note. Throughout is discernible the breadth of view of a public 
man of the widest experience. The work abounds in letters of men of note 
concerning public affairs affecting Canada and this country, and so will be 
valuable to the historian of this period. David H. Buel. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Geschichte Siidamerikas. "Von Hermann Lufft. Sammlung Gosehen. I: 
Das spanische Siidamerika (Chile, Argentinien und die kleineren Staaten). 
136 pp. Index. II: Das portugiesisehe Siidamerika (Brasilien). 140 
pp. Index. G. J. Gosehen, Berlin & Leipzig, 1913. 90 pfg. each. 
ey 2 x 4%. 
A very brilliant picture of South America past and present. There is a 
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rough outline of the physical environment — the aim is not very high here — an 
admirable account of European and Spanish conditions at the time of the Con- 
quest, an attempt at the inner meaning of the Renaissance for the Spaniards 
and the state of mind of Conquistadores and conquered alike. The little pen 
pictures of Bolivar, San Martin and Rosas are gems. The whole of the second 
volume is devoted to Brazil, and its economic present and future is gone into in 
detail. The promise of Brazil's future and the author's interest in the Ger- 
man colonies of the southern states seem to explain the rather disproportionate 
treatment of this country. The variety and contrast of Brazil's races are put 
in sharp relief. The country is advised to cultivate the integrity of each race. 
The Germans are urged, without resisting in any way the official use of Por- 
tuguese, to preserve German speech and culture, to be patriotic Brazilians and 
to take part in public affairs. The Argentine is less fully treated. Wheat 
culture is still "Raubkultur" and still occupies but a fifth of the available 
space. Chile has little land for colonizing. Mark Jefferson. 

Illustrated South America. A Chicago Publisher's Travels and Investi- 
gations in the Republics of South America, with 500 Photographs of Peo- 
ple and Scenes from the Isthmus of Panama to the Straits of Magellan. 
By W. D. Boyce. 638 pp. Maps. Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago & New 
York, 1912. $2.50. 9x6. 
Admirably illustrated. About the best 500 South American photographs 
that the reviewer knows of in one book, including many interior regions of 
which pictures are scarce. Mr. Boyce figures at times in the pictures. He is 
not shy, but a newspaper man, who writes easily and tells very plainly what 
was told him. Some of the presidents of republics told him things, for he tells 
us of all the notables that he got in touch with. He traveled in generous style. 
Although he does not realize that books exist that tell a good deal of what 
was new to him, he has put a great deal of interesting new matter in his book. 
His idea of investigation is that of a hustling newspaper man to get some 
report now. He visited all South America in one year. He had no training in 
languages nor in real study. One is not surprised that he finds that the Andes 
send the water from their snows to the Pacific by underground rivers, which 
will be some day tapped in the desert coast regions of Peru by wells! Also 
that 13/1 6ths of Lake Superior's waters are similarly derived from under- 
ground rivers! The book has much useful material for the geographer. 



Mark Jefferson. 
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Egypt in Transition. By Sidney Low. With an introduction by the Earl 
of Cromer, xxiv and 316 pp. Index. The Macmillan Co., New York, 
1914. $2.50. 8^x6%. 

The Earl of Cromer, who, for a quarter of a century, was the virtual ruler of 
Egypt, in his introduction to this book says that the author ' ' has produced a 
lively and, as far as I can judge, a very trustworthy account of the present 
condition of affairs in the valley of the Nile. I have no hesitation in com- 
mending what he has written to the favorable consideration of all who are 
interested in the subject." The book contains a good account of life and 
conditions in the Nile delta, a part of Egypt that receives scant attention in 
most books on that country. 

My Somali Book. A Record of Two Shooting Trips. By Capt. A. H. E. 

Mosse. xxv and 314 pp. Ills., index. Sampson Low, Marston & Co., 

Ltd., London, 1913. 12s. 6d. 9% x 6. 

A good hunting book by one who began his experience as a lion hunter by 
killing five lions in two days. He gives much information, very valuable from 
the sportsman's point of view, as to the capabilities of various types of modern 
weapons, the kinds of game in Somaliland, their habits and characteristics, how 
to track and kill them, protective coloration, and the outfit and cost of hunting 
expeditions. The work will interest the brotherhood of big game hunters. Its 



